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Vicious 
vandals 


Carolling stars pack Festival Hall 


THE Christmas carol concert given by 
the Stars Organisation for Spastics was 
once again a resounding success, and the 
box office at the Royal Festival Hall had 
sold out of tickets three weeks before the 


event. 


= 


illness. 


unable to attend because of last-minute 


Jack Hedley, David Kossoff and Janet 
Suzman read Christmas stories, and John 
Mills, the new SOS Chairman, was in the 


audience with his wife. 


Singing was led by the New Philhar- 


miesic Choir, and the choir of Desborough 
The solo singers 
‘era Lynn, Denis Letis and Wayne 
King, taking over from Mrs Mills who was 


Schewt:, Maidenhead. 


were 


Friends in 
OK aid 
Czech hoy 


A SPASTIC boy is happily 
wheeling himself around 
ine = streets “of Prague, 
thanks to a remarkable co- 
operative effort by well- 
wishers in Britain. 

The boy’s father had heard 
about the Newton wheelchair, 
manufactured by The Spastics 
Society, «and realised that it 
would bé ideal for his severely 
handicapped son of 11 years. 
He managed to save £37 
which he posted from Czecho- 
slovakia to a friend in England, 
with a plea to send a chair 
to Prague. 

Unfortunately, however, the 
wheelchair costs £110, and in 
addition, it would be an expen- 
sive business to send it to 
Prague. 

But help was at hand in the 
shape of Mrs Anita Loring, 
secretary of the International 
Cerebral Palsy Society. When 
she heard about the plight of 
the boy. and his urgent need 
for the wheelchair, she was 
determined to help. The ICPS 
has a fund to provide special 
aid for spastic people over- 
seas, and a grant was made 
to meet the difference between 
the price of the chair and the 
father’s £37. 

Then she made great efforts 
to get the chair to Prague— 
free. Kindly officials at British 
Airways answered her appeal 
and the wheelchair was flown 
to Prague without charge. “This 
was invaluable help because 
the charge could have been 
almost half the cost again of 
the chair,’ said a grateful Mrs 
Loring. 

As a happy ending to the 
story she has heard that the 
boy is able to make excursions 
on his own—in spite of the 
Severity of his handicaps— 
because of the stability and 
ease of operation of the unique 
chair, 


Price rise 
for Spastics 
News 


SINCE Spastics News was 
launched in 1960, the price 
has remained the same. Quite 
a record in a decade and a 
half of staggering price rises. 

Inevitably, however, the 
time has come when increased 
costs, particularly postage and 
newsprint, have forced the 
Society to increase the price of 
Spastics News. 

Annual subscriptions will in 
future cost £1.20 for 12 issues, 
including posting and packing. 
Overseas subscription £1.85 
(p and p included). 


Our picture shows the colourful scene 
at the finale of the concert, in which the 
packed audience carol merrily with the 
stars and choirs. 


—Unstuffy visit by | 
the Happy Prince 


RELAXED, informal, with 
many a joke and a laugh— 
and not a trace of ‘stuffi- 
ness” That was the Royal 
style when the Prince of 
Wales met spastic workers 
at Sheffield. No wonder 
they dubbed him _ the 
‘Happy Prince.’ More pic- 
tures and story on page 12. 


attack 
Society 
centres 


PRE-CHRISTMAS Press 
publicity about vicious 
attacks by vandals on 
workshops, hostels and 
units for the handi- 
capped, led to several 
donations being sent - 


to The Spastics Society | = 


from people who 
wrote of their ‘shock,’ 
‘horror’ and ‘disgust’ at 
the way spastics have 
suffered. 


The money has_ been 
particularly welcome as 
the Society has been forced 

__Spend_ 
pounds on repairs, and pre- 
cautions to try and prevent 
further malicious damage. 
This is money that would 
have been spent to make 
life easier for spastic people 
if mindless vandalism 
hadn’t caused it to be 
diverted from its prime 
purpose. 


Wreckers | 


The story of the van- 
dalism makes sorry read- 
ing. 

At one workshop, ambu- 
lances used to transport the 
handicapped to and from work 
have been repeatedly dam- 
aged, with tyres slashed, wind- 
screen wipers torn off, wind- 
screens shattered and head- 
lamps dismantled. The ambu- 
lances have now been fitted 
with warning klaxons in the 
hope of scaring the vandals 
off. Bricks are repeatedly 
hurled through windows, in 
one case smashing a £200 food 
mixer. When this workshop 
was built, damage to the win- 
dows was so constant that it 
delayed the occupation of the 
building by nine months. It 
now has to be floodlit with 
lights that burn a costly 3 or 
4 kilowatts a night. 

The Spastics Society is cur- 
rently circulating a letter to 
housing estates nearby explain- 
ing the work of the centre in 
the hope that this may stop 
further cases of malicious 
damage. 

At a large hostel for the 
handicapped, regular and 
frightening attacks have been 


Cont. on Page 12 


thousands of | 


Ae 


WALKER by name, walker by nature. Cowacillor John 


sets out to raise funds during a charity sponsored hike 
with one of his younger friends. 


—And how many could 
match his achievements? 


WHEN John Walker was a student at The 
Spastics Society’s Thomas Delarue School, he 
was given a motto by the then headmaster Mr 
H. B. Davies. It was: ‘There is no failure except 
ceasing to try’ — and John certainly took it to 


heart. 

Now 34, he pursues such 
a profundity of interests 
and occupations that it 
makes you feel exhausted 
to list them all. He is a 
town councillor, at any one 
time he will be engaged in. 
about 20 games of postal 
chess with people all over 
the world, he preaches at 
the local Methodist church 
and amazingly enough for 
a man who is spastic para- 
plegic, he is a football 
referee. And that is just 
for starters. In addixion to 
all his other activities, John 
is in full employment as a 
weighbridge clerk. 


Post increase hit Christmas card sales 


A LAST-minute change of 
heart by people over 
Christmas cards prevented 
this season from being a 
disaster, as far as Spastics 
Cards are concerned. 

The General Manager of 


Spastics Cards, Mr Ron 
Butterfield, said that reports 


of Christmas cards sales from 
shops and stores were excel- 
lent. Many had sold out. 
But this was largely due to a 
last-minute rush, as people 
who had been put off sending 
cards by the increased postal 
charges, changed their minds. 

However, sales through 
local groups, and postal sales, 


were disappointing. The last- 
minute change of heart came 
too late to boost these. 


It’s far too early yet to 


assess how Christmas card 
sales compare with previous 
years. But Mr Butterworth 
believes that many people were 
giving and receiving even more 
cards than usual. 


Even in his Thomas Delarue 
days John was interested in 
politics. He joined the 
Labour Party in 1963, and a 
year later aged only 23 he was 
elected to Burntwood Town 
Council. 


‘I saw local politics as a way 
of helping people,’ he said. ‘It 
was pretty tough campaigning. 
but I did my fair share of 
footslogging from door to 
door, canvassing support.’ Not 
a bad effort for a man who has 
quite considerable difficulty in 
walking. 

‘During the first couple of 
council meetings I kept as 
quiet as a mouse,’ he said. 
‘Then I got my first chance to 
do something constructive. 
Young girls working at the 
local factories were upset 
because the street lights were 
not switched on before six 
o’clock in the morning. | 

‘It was very frightening for 
youngsters of 15 to have to 
walk to work in pitch black- 
ness at five am. I gave one of 
them a sheet of wallpaper and 
told her to get up a petition. 

‘At the next Council meet- 
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PYE TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIMITED 


MOLE’S offer the finest design 
and manufacturing facilities in 
the Entertainment Industry, 
coupling the latest technical 
know-how with modern factory 
methods. Our design office will 
produce at early design stages 
full technical specifications and 
drawings without obligation for 
all Film Studios, Television 
Studios and Theatres. 


MOLE-RICHARDSON 


(Stage & Studio Engineering). Ltd 
Brunel Way, Mundford Road, 
Thetford, Norfolk. 

- Telephone: Thetford 3671-4 
and London: Acton 01-965 4281/2 


LAWREST 


Upholstery 


GOOD VALUE FOR MONEY 


Three-piece suites 


« Write for our fully illustrated 
brochure to 


W. LAWRENCE & SONS (FURN.) LTD 
LAWREST WORKS, NAPHILL 
HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS 


hear, there and — 
everywhere 


ALBERT 
MARSH 


and Company Limited 


ENGINEERS and TOOLMAKERS 


Brownell Street—Sheffield 3. Tel: Sheffield 20149 
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KELLY BROS 


(CONTRACTORS) LTD 
St Albans Road, Stafford. Tel: Stafford 2424 


Associated Companies : 


Kelly Bros (Contractors Wales) Ltd 


Somerset House, Princes Drive, Colwyn Bay 
Telephone : Colwyn Bay 31166 


NORTHERN 
FABRICATION 
Ey eb 


Dust and fume extraction 


Kelcamp Ltd 
Verulam Road, Stafford, Telephone : Stafford 59415 


Midland Rock Drillings Ltd 
St Albans Road, Stafford ~ 


This space is kindly donated by 


BURCH ENGINEERING |} ss. 
2 igh House Terrace, Sheffield 
LIMITED || S6 211X Tel Sheffield 349933 


Precision Enguieers 


ventilation, fabrications 


Public Works Contractors in main drainage schemes, road 
works and fencing. Rock drilling and blasting. Sewer cleaning 
by high pressure jetting unit a speciality. 
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MOTORISTS 


Come along — see for yourselves — we can 
supply all your requirements at discount 
prices 


~ 


WATER LANE —Tetepnone: 7 orfit 
STORRINGTON Storrington 3232 | controls 
PULBOROUGH (3 lines) 

SUSSEX Telex: 87508 
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For example 
Exhaust systems 30% off 
Brake shoes 50% off 


Open Sundays 10 am to 12.30 pm 


DRIVE & SAVE MOTOR 
ACCESSORIES 


5 BEDFORD PARADE, NORTH SHIELDS 
Telephone : North Shields 78629 


CONDER 


(Northern) Ltd 


3 : for Advanced concepts 
‘Youmiss || hts erm: 
somuch || fotos 
without |" 
Radio Rentals 
Colour 


Call in at your local showroom 

to find out why one out of | 

every ten Colour TV families (| 
rent from Radio Rentals | 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
BUILDINGS FOR A BETTER ENVIRONMENT 
FAVERDALE—DARLINGTON DL3 OPT 


Telephone: (STD 0325) 66406. Telex 58678 


Also at Burton-on-Trent, Winchester & Cumbernauld | 
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Agricultural & Industrial Buildings 


Steel Framed Buildings manufactured and erected, 
or supplied for customers’ erection i. 
Specialists in Cow Kennels, Milking iS 
Gis. Parlours, Silage Walling, Doors, pe 
Ace! Wg as Gates, Fencing, and all types of tub- qe | 
ular work, | i 


Suppliers of fabricated 
flexible foam cushions 
to the upholstery trade 
and allied industries 
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VEHICLE All makes Mobile Accommodaticn Units 
LEASING _Jack, Skid, or Wheeled Standard 3: 
SPECIALIST Units; also ‘Quick Link’ Panel units cake | 


ae built to customers’ requirements. 
vy 


We will be pleased to send you nertion 
CONTRACTS LIMITED || 


Write or telephone for details. | 

E.T.C. Steel Construction Ltd. 

16¢ BASINGSTOKE ROAD, READING RG? 0H} 7 
Tel: READING 85333 


BOUGHTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 


BOUGHTON, Nr OLLERTON, NOTTS 


TELEPHONE : MANSFIELD 860888 
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Elson Works, Ellesmere, Salop 
9 
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RAYMOND Carter, of Basingstoke, was one of the 


course participants who visited local churches to carry out 
a few brass rubbings. 


ee ‘ i 
2 


be 


handicapped 


people develop 


new interests 


THE message from Dr Michael Cotton, Warden at 
The Spastics Society’s Churchtown Farm Centre, 
Lanlivery, in Cornwall, was loud and clear follow- 


ing the first course to be held there for spastic 
adults. “The Society’s schools and centres must 
become increasingly leisure minded,’ he said. 
‘They must provide more and more facilities for 


leisure activities. 
“There is no point in us 
trying to stimulate handi- 
capped people to take an 
interest in photography, 
natural history, art, pottery 
or what have you; if they 


pe 


ART was one of the favourite subjects tackled by Jannette Scott, from the Society’s 
Buxton Centre. Her helper is Sue McDiarmio, who is doing a year’s community service 
at Llanlivery between leaving school and geing to University. BELOW: Avril Harris 
produces a photogramme, which is very much admired by Mr Bill Hargreaves, Head 
of Recreational Services for The Spastics Society, whose department organised the 


course. - 


D. B, METCALFE (New Haw) LTD ! 
CHERTSEY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD 


D. B. METCALFE AND CO. 


Byfleet 43146 
Chertsey 62271 


28 The Broadway, New Haw, Weybridge, Surrey 


The Group of Specialist Family 


Brokers, 


73 Guildford Street, Chertsey, Surrey 


Insurance and Mortgage Brokers covering every aspect of 


Insurance. Mortgages, Finance, Unit and Investment Trust and Building Society Investments. Special 
discounts on car insurance premiums for Post Office Personnel. Associated and Federated Insurance 
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are not going to be able to 
develop this interest when 
they return home. It costs 
very little for a centre to 
set up—for example—a 
photographic dark room. 
We want to encourage 
centres to think in terms 
of leisure pursuits, and not 
just in terms of workshops.’ 


Sixteen spastics of varying 
degrees of handicap—13 were 
in wheelchairs—and from all 
over the country, attended this 
first adult course, which was 
organised by the Recreational 
Services Department. The idea 
was to give them a working 
holiday. in which they could 
try——thetr mice. 
range of activities. It was 
hoped that the people taking 
part would develop a keen 
and lasting interest in at least 
one of them. 


hands—at—a 


The programme was varied 
and flexible, to give the maxi- 
mum chance of finding some- 
thing that you really liked. 
But aciivities were often 
interlinked. 

For example, bird watching 
and photography could be 
practised together, as people 
snapped happily at blue tits 
and. goldfinches from _ the 
Chutchtown Farm hides, 
through _ telephoto lenses. 
Equally photography was 
linked with art in the form of 


photograms. These are pro- 
duced on _ light — sensitive 
paper, by means of placing 
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SOME activities at Churchtown Farm are strictly for the birds as Robert Soper, from 
Hemel Hempstead, and Sally Thomas, of Bristol, discovered as they kept a close watch 
on the feathered fauna of the area, from a conyeniently situated hide. With them is 
Keith Faulkner, Deputy Warden. 


ers at Lanlivery 
~ We must help 


JANET Lanchbury, from the Society’s Buxton Centre, 
tries her hand at photography with help from the Warden 
of Churchtown Farm, Dr Michael Cotton. 


ROBERT Soper takes a more detailed look at aspects of 
nature, through one of the Centre’s sophisticated screen 
microscopes. 
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The man who cannot spe 
~ others to 


communicate | 


HOW to communicate 
with others is perhaps 
the greatest problem 


facing the severely 
handicapped spastic 
child in the battle for 
acceptance. In the 


past, intelligent child- 
ren have been diag- 
nosed as_ mentally 
handicapped simply 
because of a physical 
inability to enunciate 
words, and even well- 
educated spastic adults 
with speech problems 
find it hard to mix 


socially. 

_ Attempts were made to 
solve the problem by 
means of alphabet boards 
and typewriters but, ironi- 
cally enough, it took a man 
who had himself lost the 
power of speech in adult 
life to make a major com- 
munication breakthrough 


_ with the Lightwriter. This 


looks like a small, portable 
electric typewriter with a 
standard keyboard. Instead 
of letters appearing .on 


pressed, the words light up 
on a glass-fronted panel, 
clearly visible to others 
taking part in a conversa- 
tion. 

The inventor, Toby 


Churchill, now 28, was an 
electronics student at Bath 
University. In 1968, three- 
quarters of the way through 
his course, he became ill 
with a rare virus disease 
which left him unable to 
walk or speak. He still 
has some use in his hands. 
however, and was able to 
go on to gain a BSc degree 
with the help of postal 
tuition and an electric type- 
writer. 


His home 
He has lived all his life in 
Cambridge, where he now 


shares a home with his par- 
ents. Their house is equipped 
with hoists and other gadgets 
which help to make life easier 
in a wheelchair, and he says 
that, apart from needing a 
little help in the shower, he 
is independent for personal 
care. He also drives a car, 
adapted to his own specifica- 
tion, which has been shown on 
the BBC television programme, 
“Tomorrow’s World.’ 

He first designed the Light- 
writer for his own use and 
afterwards set up a limited 
company with three other 
directors to market the inven- 
tion as an aid for the dis- 
abled. The firm sold 16 last 
year and plans to build another 
25 this winter. 


Rising costs 
At the time of the interview 


the Lightwriter retailed at 
about £700 (including battery) 


but manufacturing costs are ~ 


rising all the time. One of the 
parts can be obtained only 


SHAUN MEWIS, of Meldreth Manor School, demon- 
strates the desk version of the Lightwriter while inventor 


Toby Churchill looks on. 


Picture by courtesy of ¢ of Cambridge News. _ 


from America and, because of 
the falling value of the pound, 
this item gets more expensive 
with each order. Useful as it 
is to disabled people, there is 
not sufficient demand for the 
Lightwriter to make mass-pro- 
duction methods possible. 


Mr Churchill’s own con- 
dition is extremely rare and 
the majority of serious speech 
handicaps nowadays are likely 
to be a result of cerebral 
palsy. His firm recently 
designed and built a special 
desk version of the Lightwriter 
for The Spastics Society’s 
Meldreth Manor School in 
Hertfordshire. This has an 
extra large recessed keyboard 
which enables unco-ordinated 
fingers to locate letters more 


_easily. 


At present it is used mainly. 
by 14-year-old Shaun Mewis, 
who has a severe speech defect 
and is learning to communi- 
cate via the alphabet, but it 
should also prove a valuable 
learning aid for other pupils 
at the school. 


ANN PLUMMER. 


staarable lives of relatives we 
give constant care 


THOUSANDS of ordinary people in Britain ‘lead almost 
wnbearable lives’ because of the problem of looking after 
relatives who need constant care at home, claims the Red 
Cross in a newly-published report. 


A survey made among 
Red Cross county branches 
highlights the most com- 
mon problems. These in- 
clude a lack of basic nur- 
sing skills among relatives 
caring for the elderly or 
handicapped, so that they 
are frightened of doing 


J. Murphy & Sons Ltd 


Building and Civil 
Engineering Contractors 


something wrong, the 
strain of being tied to the 
house because there is 
nobody available to ‘sit in,’ 
and a lack of information 
about back-up _ services 
available from both statu- 
tory and voluntary bodies. 

The report also points out 
that most husbands do not 


LANCASHIRE 


know how to manage if their 
wives are ill and that com- 
munity nurses are under con- 
siderable pressure because 
people are being discharged 
from hospital more quickly 
after operations. 

As a result of the survey, 
the British Red Cross Society 
is planning to step up its ser- 
vices to those looking after 
relatives at home. Already its 


branches provide aids and 
transport for the handicapped, 
volunteer trained ‘sitters-in’ to 
give relatives a break, help 
with bed bathing and _ toilet 
problems and general advice. 


WIGAN ROAD, GOLBORNE, 


Tel: Ashton-in-Makerfield 75326 (5 lines) 


HEAD OFFICE: 
4 HIGHBURY HOUSE, HIGHBURY 
CORNER, LONDON NS5 
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John Simmonds (Gloucester) Ltd 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS AND JOINERY MANUFACTURERS 
Conduit Street, Gloucester. Telephone Glos 22426 — 22141 (2 lines) 
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_ Carlin How, 
Saltburn-By-The-Sea Yorks 


THE CLEVELAND 
SPECIALISTS 


J.P.G. INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING SERVICES LTD. 


Enquiries welcome for the supply and erection (or erection only) 
of steelwork, Fabrication, Profile cutting, C.L.A.S.P. erection, 


Welding, Dismantling, etc. 


Works, Production and Estimating Dept: Kilton Works, 


Carlin How, Saltburn-By-The-Sea, 


40462). 


General Manager: Mr K. C. 


Yorks. (Loftus 40246 and 


Sharp. 


Administration Office: Ty’r Bont, St Mellons, Cardiff 


(Cardiff 77770). 


A police dog is 
the first guest 


THE first guest at the new 


social club set up by spastics . 


and other severely handicapped 
patients at the Greaves Hall 
Hospital, at Banks, Southport, 
was a four-legged one. In 
fact it was a police dog from 
a local Police Dog Training 
School, who had come along 
with his instructor to give a 
demonstration of how the 
canine world is playing its 
part in the fight against crime. 

To the delight of his 
audience, the dog went 
through a series. of intelligence 
and ability tests. 

The new social club was 
formed following discussions 
With The. Spastics. Society’s 
Recreations Officer for- the 
North, David Branch. The 
club hopes to become affiliated 
to the Association of ’62 Clubs. 
Now Mr Branch is busy look- 
ing for - volunteers in the 
Southport area, to lend a hand 
with the running of the club. 


Gifts from 
Rotary Club 


AT a dance held by Mumbles 
Rotary Club, Swansea, gifts 
were presented to both The 
Spastics Society’s Swansea 
Hostel and the nearby Long- 
fields Spastics Work Centre. 
The hostel received 12 
continental quilts and acces- 
sories for residents’ bedrooms 
and a fitted carpet for their 
lounge. The work centre was 
presented with a _ stapling 
machine for the print room 
and a colour 
leisure-time viewing. 


-atmosphere. 
‘a financial 


television for — 


ak helps 


‘Delightful 


people at 
the dance 


THE North London Spastics 
Association held its third 
annual dance at Alexandra 
Palace in December. . Guests 
included Enfield’s Director of 
Social Services and Mayors of 
several North London 
boroughs. 

Paves for the tombola and 
raffle were generously donated 


by local residents and shop- | 


keepers. 

Commented Mr Timothy L. 
Wood, Chairman of the dance 
sub-committee and the group’s 
publicity officer, ‘The dance 
had a real swinging party 
As well as being 
success it was 
attended by the most’ delight- 
ful assembly of people one 
could ever wish to meet.’ 


A train in 
the garden 


ROYSTON and District Model 
Engineering Society has pre- 
sented a _ battery-operated 
model electric locomotive to 
the Society’s Meldreth Manor 
School in Hertfordshire. 

This will run along the track 
now being laid in the grounds 
of Meldreth for the use of 
both the Model Engineering 
Society and the school’s pupils. 

The engine, to be called the 
Duchess of Kent, after the late 
Princess Marina who opened 
Meldreth Manor School in 
1968, has been built with 
special easy-to-operate con- 
trols. It is powerful enough 
to draw passengers along the 
track, 
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Pantomime 


record from 


the SOS 


THE Stars Organisation for 
Spastics has. issued a new 
stereo record—‘Star 
mime Extravaganza’ — which 
is being sold in aid of SOS 
funds. It features two 
favourite pantomimes, Dick 
Whittington and Cinderella, 
both with a full-star cast. The 
record. costs £1 and is avail- 
able from most leading chain- 
stores. . 


Aid from 
Nicky and 


her friends 


HAWRIDGE and Cholesbury 
Youth Club, Hertfordshire, 
has raised £52.40ip for the 
Society’s Family Services and 
Assessment Centre in Fitzroy 
Square. The club is run by 
Nicky Holland, a niece of 
Miss. Margaret Morgan, the 
society’s Controller of Per- 
sonal Social Services. 

Nicky worked at the centre 
last year during her holidays 
from Dr Challoner’s High 
School, Little Chalfont, 
Buckinghamshire, where she 
is a sixth-former. She told 
the youth club members about 
the spastic children who visit 
the centre and the excellent 
work being done there, and 
this obviously inspired their 
fund-raising efforts. 

The 12 club members, aged 
between 11 and 14, showed 
great initiative in raising the 
cash, including walking dogs; 
collecting apples, cutting the 


‘Tawn and selling manure. Two 


boys hauled logs and washed 
cars, while another donated 
his holiday job wages—almost 
£9. Other boys mended 
bicycles and went on spon- 
sored bike rides, and a group 
raised £22 by holding horse 
trials. 


£300 from the 


Jovial Friar 


CUSTOMERS at the Jovial 
Friar public house, Ford 
Estate, Sunderland, have raised 
£300 for Sunderland and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society. The 
money represented the pro- 
ceeds of raffles, competitions 
and domino drives organised at 
the pub by Mr Joe Jobson, Mr 
Revell and Manageress Mrs 
Jane Pulling. It 
towards a new ambulance for 
the Spastics Centre in Sunder- 
land. 


Panto-— 


will go> = 


Fantastic 


RAISE MONEY FOR. YOUR CLUB,- 
CHARITY OR ORGANISATION. 
GOOD PROFITS. GOOD PRIZES 
NO WAITING. INSTANT PAYOUT. 
Write or ‘phone for our 
LATEST NEW FREE BROCHURE 
‘and sample tickets of our full range of 
fund raigers—Pontoon, Super Pontoon, 
Green Shield Stamps Pontoon, Bandit, 
Jackpot, 13 Football Results, Poker, 
Mini Bingo, Beer, Lucky 7 

and Tenner Bingo. 


LAKELAND 
INVESTMENTS 


DISTRIBUTORS & WHOLESALERS 
5-7 New York Rd, Leeds, LS2 7PL 


Tel: Leeds 3423: 


Answering rene when closed — 
Leeds (0582) 70682} 
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Glamour 


night for 
SOS funds 


ONE of the most. star 
Spangled occasions in the 
British show business 
calendar is, of course, The 
Stars Organisation for 
Spastics Annual Ball. And 
this year’s event was. par- 
ticularly important because 
it was the 21st Anniversary 
Ball. 


Exactly how much 


| 
} 


a, 


. 
' 
i 
| 
| 


jmoney was raised is uncer- 


tain at the moment. But as 
usual it is expected to run 
nto several thousands of 
ounds, Upwards of 750 
ickets were sold. 


_ Gn top of that, money 


Was raised by a special 


bingo session at which the 


tallers were Eric Mor- 


tambe and Ernie Wise 
(pictured above right). And 
era Lynn’s tombola, an 
nnual event, raised a 
ecord £2,100. Dame Vera 
S pictured (above left) 
alling out prizewinners, 
with actress Aubrey War- 


Isle of Man 


welcome for 
handicapped 


HEADERS planning their 1976 
Pliday will be pleased to hear 
4 hotel in the Isle of Man 
Mhich welcomes handicapped 
Hiests. It is the Doric Hotel, 
fentral Promenade, Douglas, 
Wie of Man, which has lifts 
“nd can accommodate 160 
People. 
|Suggested dates when group 
} lidays could be arranged are 
© last week in April, first 
ek in May or last week in 
plember and the first in 
> tober, Telephone Douglas 
887 (Mr and Mrs’ Rod 
'istopher), 
ae Isle of Man Steam 
; cket Company will also offer 
© Concessions to groups of 
bee travelling to the island, 
peal the disabled. 


| 


f, 
Pp 
es 


ee 
wick. and Peter 
Senior Capital Campaigns 
Organiser for The Spastics 
Society. 
Of course security pre- 
cautions had to be very 
strict for the Ball. As 


* 


Arthur Askey (above) dis- 


HIGHLIGHT of The Spas- 
tics Society’s staff Christ- 


mas party was the draw. 


for the winning tickets in 
the FROGS lottery. 


As reported in last 


Murrish, 


covered when he entered 
the foyer of Grosvenor 
House. 


Guests danced to the Syd 
Lawrence Orchestra, and 
Cleo Laine and Johnny 
Dankworth provided the 
cabaret. 


month’s Spastics News, 
FROGS (Fund - Raising 
Organising Group for 
Spastics) is a group of 


young staff members dedi- 
cated to helping the handi- 
capped in their spare time. 


THE STARS DANCE TO A 
IGHLY PROFITABLE TUNE 


BeGood fiends 


Terry seeks 
chair cash 


TERRY HUDSON, a resident 
of the Society’s Bedford resi- 
dential centre at ~* Buxton, 
Derbyshire, is planning to buy 
a wheelchair for a_ friend, 
Terry arranged a dance at the 
Pavilion Gardens, 
persuading the musicians and 
local radio disc jockeys to 
give their services free. He 
hoped to raise £400 to pur- 
chase an electrically-operated 
wheelchair—a_ similar model 
to his own, for Mavis Cross 
of Blackpool. 


Ruxtor, 


THE Carrefour Hypermarket 
at Eastleigh in Hampshire has 
a new scheme to help disabled 
shoppers. There are special 
clearly-marked parking spaces 
near the automatic doors of the 
shop, spare wheelchairs and a 
lift to the restaurant. The 
shopping area is all on one 


floor and goods are easily 
accessible from the spacious 
aisles. 


Frogs jump off with £500 success 


Their first major fund-rais- 
ing venture was a lottery in 
which over 1,000 tickets were 
sold among friends, relatives 
and Spastics Society colleagues 
at Park Crescent, Portland 
Place and Fitzroy Square. 
Over £500 was raised, and the 
cash will be used to buy a 
specially-adapted electric 
typewriter for disabled people 
at the Society’s Family Services 
and Assessment Centre in Fitz- 
roy Square. 

The prizes, which were all 
donated, included a radio, cas- 
sette recorder, watch, con- 
tinental quilt, ovenproof table 
ware, luggage, dinners at well- 


known restaurants, | drinks, 
records and books, 
The first prize, given by 


Paris Travel Services of Ware, 
Hertfordshire, was a weekend 
for two in the French capital. 
It was won by a Mr Fattah, 
who works in the print room 
at International Students 
House, our neighbours in Park 


Crescent. Mr Fattah, who 
spent £1 on two books of 
tickets, plans to take his 


fiancee to Paris in the spring. 
In the picture, Frankie 
Green, the FROGS Chairman, 


holds up the bag of tickets 
while Mr Dorrien Belson, 
Chairman of The _ Spastics 


Society, makes the draw, 
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Andrew's device 


fingers 


SPASTICS NEWS § 


will get their 


talking 


IN an, age of space technology, it is incredible 
that so many severely handicapped spastics still 
have to communicate through such elementary 
and crude devices as word-boards, and type- 
writers laboriously operated by means of a nose 
or a foot. But Andrew Berry, a former Thomas 
Delarue School student, is Carrying out research 
which will revolutionise the whole concept of 
communication for the severely disabled. 


If his work is suc- 
cessful, it could well 
lead to a system 
whereby a person can 
‘write’ a message on to 
a television screen, 
simply by sitting in his 
wheelchair and think- 
ing about what he has 
to say. With a com- 
bination of computers 
and electronics he is 
endeavouring to by- 
pass the voluntary ner- 
vous system — which 
in the case of spastics 
has been damaged — 
and to use other 
resources for com- 
munication. 


Insight 

Andrew, 24, is carrying 
uut work as rescarch 
for his PhD at the Depart- 
ment of Computer Science 
at Manchester University. 
He perhaps has the advant- 
age over other workers in 
this field, in that he is him- 
self athetoid, which gives 
him a greater insight into 
problems, 

He hopes that Spastics 


thc 


News readers will help 
with the research by 
volunteering to become 


“guinea pigs’ to try out the 
system. 

‘Volunteers will undergo 
two ‘days of jolly hard work,’ 
said Andrew. ‘There will be 
three stages. The first job will 
be to get used to the equip- 
ment. The next step will be 
to talk to the computer 
through my device. Thirdly, 
there'll be a period of subjec- 
tive and objective evaluation. 
ance.’ 

‘IT am interested in contact- 
ing a fairly broad spectrum 
of people, but tending towards 
people of relatively high 
intelligence. These are ~ the 
people who will find the 
devices most useful.’ But he 
stressed that you do not have 
to be an ‘egg head’ and that 
anyone will do. 

But what exactly is being 
developed? Well, it’s a system 
which will enable disabled 
people to talk directly to a 
computer. Or an ‘on-line’ 
system as it’s called. 


A chat... 


Explained Andrew: ‘Existing 
devices only enable you to talk 


to a computer indirectly. 
What I am working on, is a 
system which will virtually 


enable you to hold a conver- 
sation with the computer.’ 
This involves the use of a 
miniature computer, which 
can be programmed to carry 
out a variety of different 
functions. This is important 
because the relative cost of a 
device goes down as the num- 
ber of jobs it can do goes up. 
[In addition to enabling the 
subject to talk directly to a 
full sized computer, it could 
be used to operate a word 


Store. Long and complicated 
words which may be used 
repeatedly in a text that a per- 
son is copying, could then be 
retrieved by means of a threes 
letter code. 

It could also be used to do 
arithmetic. | Wjth the right 
programming it can be turned 
into a calculator, Or it could 
draw pictures. The possibili- 
ties are endless. 


Expensive ? 

But isn’t this all going to 
be fabulously expensive. ‘No,’ 
Says Andrew. ‘Micro-process- 
ing has brought costs down so 
that the entire electronics of 
the system will cost only 
£200. The major expense at 
the moment is the electric type- 
writer, which works out at 
around £450.- But even the 
cost of this could be brought 
down by producing a_ type- 
writer which is not cluttered 
up with keyboards, casing and 


so on, which are not neces- 
cons: fae —thie—purpercs 
Andrew is equally inter. 
ested .in ‘input devices’-—or in 
other words, things which 
enable you to talk to your 
mini-computer.. One he has 
been studying, involves a 
touch sensitive plate super- 


imposed on a flat television 
screen. But the latter hasn’t 
been developed yet. 

Perhaps more fascinating is 
his system for by-passing the 
damaged motor nervous system 
by biofeedback. “This is 
basically the technique of con- 
trolling your autonomous 
nervous system, the” section 
which you don’t consciously 
control, That part which 
governs such things as heart 
beat, reflex actions, breathing 
and so on. 


Control 


“You may well say that if 
you cannot control the 
autonomous nervous system, 
then it’s no good to you,’ he 
said. ‘But you can learn to. 
control it,’ 

The method he uses involves 
skin resistance. Blood is a 
better conductor of electricity 
than body tissue. It therefore 
follows that one’s finger will 
offer less resistance to elec- 
tricity, as the quantity of 
blood passing through goes 
up. 

This variation of skin 
resistance could be used to 
Operate the electronics ia 
Andrew’s system, if it could be 
raised and lowered. voluntarily. 
This would be done by means 
of electrodes attached to a 
finger. . The problem is how 
to vary skin resistance. 

‘If you also connect your 
electrodes to a device like a 
geiger counter, so that it clicks 
faster or slower according to 
the rate of skin resistance, 
then you have a means of 
measuring it,’ he said. ‘It turns 
out that you can use your 
emotions to vary skin resist- 
ance. 

Anyone who wants to help 
with the development of his 
system can contact Andrew at 
the Department of Computer 
Science, The University, Mame 
chester M13 9PL, 
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Pioneers at Lanlivery 


AT 46, Peter Reynolds, from a London Cheshire Home, 
was the oldest person taking part in the course. He found 
plenty to fascinate him, particularly in the laboratory. 


New hotels criticised 
on facilities for 
disabled visitors 


PLANNERS of London’s 
newest luxury hotels, built 
during the last five years 
have lamentably failed to 
wnact theirs obligations to 
disabled guests. This is 
revealed in a survey carried 
out by the newspaper 
‘Building Design,’ of 20 
major hotels built since the 
Chronically Sick and Dis- 
abled Persons Act came 
into force. Only three met 
even the simplest require- 
ments of the Act. 


The top 20, built as part of 
a massive development pro- 
eramme in the early 70s, 
between them provide nearly 
9,000 new bedrooms for visi- 
tors to London. Yet only nine 
of these rooms are specially 
adapted for disabled guests. 
Ten hotels had neither street 
level parking nor a lift from 
the car park, and in nine 
eases the public rooms such 
as restaurants, bar and lounge 
could be reached only by 
steps. 

One of the most prestigious 
hotels assured ‘Building 
Design, ‘Governor Wallace 
stayed here recently and he 
didn’t have any problems!’ 
But, as the report points out, 


the US politician had three 
hefty bodyguards to lift him 
up and down steps in his 
wheelchair. 


_ The best of the hotels 
investigated proved to be the 


Intercontinental, Hyde Park 
Corner, which has easy. access 
to parking, few steps and six 
bedrooms adapted to the needs 
of disabled people. The two 
Holiday Inns, at Marble Arch 
and Swiss Cottage, scored on 
access and each has one 
specially equipped bedroom. 


The Britannia, Kensington 
Hilton,» Royal Garden, and 
Tower failed on all three 
counts. 


Learn about 
music therapy 


WEEKEND courses on 
Therapy in Music for Handi- 
capped Children will be held 
on February 28 and 29 and 
March 27 and 28, next year. 
Further details from Miss S. 


Beresford -Peirse, Music 
Therapy’ Dept, Goldie Leigh 
Hospital, Lodge Hill, Abbey 


Wood, London SE2 OAY. 


Cont. from Page 3 


various objects on the paper 
before exposing. 
The first two days of the 
introductory. 
everything 
which areas 


course were 


Everyone tried 
before deciding 
gaye them the most 
and satisfaction. 
Already the local community 
at Lanlivery is beginning to 
take an interest in the Centre 
and to give active help. For 
example the head of the art 


department at Bodmin School, 
Mr Jim Crouch, and his wife 
Gloria, came down to give a 
teach-in on art. They showed 
how pictures and designs 
could be built up using differ- 
ent techniques and materials. 
And they made the depart- 
ment’s facilities available for 
a course on pottery. 


Parties set out in_ the 
Centre’s minibus and Land- 
rover on exploratory excur- 
sions to tin mines, and on field 
study trips. Others visited 
local churches to rub the 
brasses. Some preferred to 
stay at the centre and work at 
art, photography or science. 


Laboratory 


For the latter there is a 
beautifully equipped labora- 
tory, containing aquaria, facili- 
ties for keeping animals, and 
the latest in high powered 
microscopes. One has a kind 
of television screen instead of 
eye pieces, which makes life 
immeasurably more simple for 
the spastic who has trouble 
controlling head movements. 

Most of the the 
students were 
activities in which they had 
never taken part before, either 
because the opportunities were 
not available, or because they 
had never been encouraged to 
take an interest. 


At the end of the week Dr 


interest 


time, 


Visit from 


the firemen 


THE children at the Society’s 
Meldreth Manor School were 
fired with enthusiasm by some 
recent They were 
Leading Fireman David Ben- 


visitors. 


nett and his colleagues of 
Cambridge Fire Brigade, who 
arrived complete with fire 
engine. 


The children were allowed 
on board the engine and to 
sound the horn. Later they 
made short work of a beauti- 
fully iced cake and some 
Christmas crackers brought by 
the firemen. Some of the 
senior children entertained the 
firemen to tea. 


MOBILITY FOR THE DISABLED! 


WE SPECIALISE IN PRODUCING VEHICLES FOR 
TRANSPORTING THE INCAPACITATED 


ROOTES MAIDSTONE LTD 


MILL STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6YD 
Telephone Maidstone 53333. Telex: 96230 


i CHRYSLER 
UNITED KINGDOM 
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experiencing _ 


ON page 3 you saw Janet Lanchbury taking photographs. 
Back in the darkroom, Janet and Dr Cotton discover how 
successful their picture taking session has been. 


Cotton described the reaction 
of those taking part as ‘Excel- 
lent. . At least half have 
asked for application forms to 
come back again. Most have 
said they want to continue one 
or other of the activities they 
have learned here.’ 


The Recreational Services 
Department is ever mindful of 
the need for follow-up. They 
will be contacting the course 
students to help them join the 
local camera club, brass rub- 
bing society or whatever. 

Courses at. Churchtown 
Farm are not just for severely 
handicapped adults, however. 
Recently a staff course was 
held for teachers from special 
schools. They were given an 
insight into the range of activi- 
ties available for handicapped 
people, to gain ideas for the 
children they are dealing with. 

‘Staff training is at least as 
important as stimulating the 
handicapped themselves,’ said 
Dr Cotton. ‘They can take 
away what they learn and 
pass it on to very large num- 
bers of handicapped people.’ 

Earlier in the year there was 
a course for mentally handi- 
capped children. ‘Of course 
for mentally handicapped 


~ people we concentrate much 


Harpenden—now it 


| 


YOUR OFFERS 


AND WANTS 
WANTED.—Go-Cart with 


hand controls, or chain 
driven Go-Cart which 
could be converted to 


hand-operated model, suit- 
able for spastic boy aged 
six years.—Mrs J. C. For- 
tune, 92 St Mary’s Gar- 
dens, Hilperton Marsh, 
Trowbridge, Wilts. 

@ Readers and local 


groups are reminded that 


they can advertise their 
“Offers and Wants” with- 
out charge in Spastics 
News. 


nn 


more on _ physical activities 
than the academic ones. It’s 
more important for them to 
learn the physical sensations 
of sailing, horse riding, or just 
walking in the country. And 
we hope they are stimulated by 


the things they see around 
them.’ 
These activities are, of 


course, more prevalent in the 
summer. The Centre has its 
own 12ft dinghy at nearby 
Fowey. ‘There are six canoes. 
And it is hoped that the local 
authority’s fleet of sailing 
dinghies will be made avail- 
able in the future. A _ local 
stables at Fowey has agreed 
to help out with horse riding. 
And of course there is the 
dramatic Cornish moorlands 
for hiking. The Centre has 
its own indoor swimming pool, 
which is excellent. 
Churchtown Farm is a bold 
experiment which is still very 
much in its infancy. But the 
early indications are that the 
project will pioneer a great 
advance in helping handi- 
capped people of all kinds to 
really live and not just exist. 


Peter Cook 


THE Society’s new 
£180,000 Adult House Unit 
at Harpenden has_ been 
officially opened by Lady 
Rachel Bowes Lyon. The 
house provides accommo- 
dation for 26 spastic men 
and women, some of whom 
are married couples. 

All the resideats go daily 
to the Society’s work 
centre in Abbots Langley. 
Each of them pays £8 a 
week from their wages and 
Social Security benefits but 
extra costs are met by 
funds raised by the League 
of Friends. 

Picture shows (centre) 
Doris Eagle, talking to 
Lady Bowes Lyon (right), 


Could you 
join the 
Strikers ? 


THE Wollaton Strikers of Not- 
tingham are a softball team, 
planning to give exhibition 
games next season in aid of 
spastic and other charities. At 
school fetes or sports days. for 
example, they aim to help 
boost funds by challenging staff 
teams. 

Anybody living in the Not- 
tingham area who would be 
interested in joining the 
Strikers is invited to contact 
the secretary, Miss; Zoe Pitt. 
Says Miss Pitt, “Although we 
“have a former professional 
player from Australia in the 
team we are not looking for 
potential Olympic contestants, 
just anybody who might enjoy 
playing ball games in order to 
attract crowds and provide 
entertainment.’ 

Please contact her at: 1 
Burnwood Drive, Wollaton, 
Nottingham, NG8 2DJ. 


They seek 
: friends 


MRS Madeline Padgett, of 
Maldon, Essex, would like a 
disabled pen friend. She is a 
radiographer aged 21, who is 
married and lives on a boat. 
She is interested in reading, 
riding, sailing, chess and cook- 
ing. Please write to:. Mrs 
Padgett, at MV _  Oslofjord, 
Brunel Works, 
Road, Tollesbury, 
Essex CM9 8SE. 
MR Tony Collins, a disabled 
person aged 42, would like a 
pen-friend, preferably female. 
His hobbies are listening to 
pop records, singing, watching 
TV, playing a mouth organ 
and going on holiday. 

On New Year’s Day, he 
moved to Kyre Park House, 
Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire. 


tsall official 


Woodrolfe 
Maldon, 


who is Chairman of the 
Management Committee of 


the Society’s Sherrards 
Training Centre. Standing 
are Mr James Proctor, 
warden of the unit and his 
wife Gwen, 

Picture by courtesy of 
Watford Evening Echo. 


Guidelines for 


co-operation 
THE Volunteers Centre has 
published a pamphlet giving 
guidelines for co-operation 
between volunteers and paid 
non-professional workers in 
the welfare services. It is 
available from The Volunteer 
Centre, 29 Lower Kings Road, — 
Berkhampsted, Herts HP4 2AB. 
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Gallant granny cares—so- 


she trecked 4,000 miles - 


Healthy 


should be 


grateful 


_ ever a competition 

held for Britain’s 
aie caring grand- 
mother, Mrs Elsie 
Savage, aged 60,. of 
Hove Avenue, Walt- 
would be 
hard to beat. 


For Mrs Savage cares 
so much about others 
that, during the past 
18 years, she has 
walked about 4,000 
miles to help the 
handicapped. 

Mrs Savage is a Spastics 
collector. Indeed, 
she considers herself 
‘almost a founder member’ 
as she has been a collector 


since the Pool commenced 
in 1957. And, evéry week 


since then, barring occa- 


sional holidays or illness, 
she has plodded_ con- 


News about. 


the 
Spastics Pool 


aeerribicial dei many 
of the streets of Waltham- 
stow collecting the Pools 


~ subscriptions which do so 


much to help spastic child- 
ren and adults. 

“Originally I had over 900 
members and hopes of reach- 
ing the magic figure of 1,000,’ 
she says. ‘But eventually it 
settled down to a steady 500 


. members. My husband, Albert, 


gives me a hand now. He uses 
the car to collect from mem- 
bers who live a bit further 
away. But I go on my own 
two feet on Monday and Tues- 
day evenings of every week 
and my route is roughly a 
three-mile journey.’ 

But what about the dark 
Winter nights when it’s cold 
outside and deliciously warm. 
inside, and maybe there’s a 
good programme on television 
that she’d like to see? 

‘Well,’ admits plump and 
warmly brown-eyed Mrs Sav- 
‘there are occasionally 
cold and rainy nights when I 
feel as though I just can’t go 
ln again. 


Whether it’s guidance actuators for the Moon 
Landings, or Tape-controlled Machine Tools 
producing parts for the latest medical equip- 


ment, the name MOOG is synonymous with 


Advanced Technology. 


Moog Limited, PO Box 8, Runnings Road, 
Cheltenham, Glos. Tel 0242 35521. 


Other MOOG Companies in the USA, Germany, France and 
Japan 


‘But then I think I’m so 


- lucky I’ve got good strong legs 


to stand on. And how so many 
spastics would love to be in 
my place and be able to go out 
walking for two hours. So I 
just get up and go. And I] 
intend to carry on helping as 
long as I’m able.’ 

A caring grandmother in- 
deed, as Elsie Savage’s concern 
doesn’t even stop there. She 
and her husband, Albert, a 63- 
year-old»maintenance engineer, 
hold 22 tickets in the Pool 
themselves. Her three mar- 
ried children also hold tickets 
and, as each of her nine grand- 
children come of age, they are 
encouraged to take up Spastics 
Pool membership and so con- 
tribute to schools, centres and 


services for the severely 
handicapped. 
She reasons: ‘When you 


‘think of the numbers of child- 


Happy smile from Mrs Elsie Savage. . 


ren born handicapped, it’s only 
tight those who arrive in the 
world safe and sound with all 
their health, should be grate- 
ful and try and give a bit of 
help to the less fortunate.’ 

One of Mrs Savage’s mem- 
bers recently won £5,000 on the 
Pool. As the collector she is 
entitled to a commission 
cheque for £250. 

So no wonder that when she 
attended a Pools meeting at 
The Spastics Society’s head- 
quarters in Park Crescent to 
receive her cheque from Mrs 
Anita Loring, the wife of. the 
Society’s Director, the applause 
was loud and long. 

As Mrs Loring said: ‘Elsie 
Savage has done so much for 
others over so many years, it’s 
wonderful to be able to give 
her something back and to say 
“thank you.” Certainly nobody 
has earned it more.” 


Keen competition at 
indoor sports meet 


MID-winter is by no means 
a bad time to start concen- 
trating on indoor sports. 
And The Spastics Society 
held a very successful 
Indoor Games Meet at 
Bristol last month. 

It was organised by Mr 
Arthur Edwards, the Society’s 
Physical Education Adviser, 
and held at Westmorland 
House, Bristol, the headquar- 
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ters of Top Ten Promotions 
Ltd. 

The games ranged from 
strenuously ‘active sports such 


as table tennis, to more 
sedentary battles of brain- 
power, such as chess. This 


opened the event to the maxi- 
mum range of handicapped 
people. 

About 48 contestants, 
mostly from the Bristol area, 
took part. Mr Edwards des- 
cribed this as an ‘excellent 
turnout.’ Time limits were set 
on most of the games. Scrabble 
was limited to an_ hour, 
dominoes to 15 minutes, 
draughts to 20 minutes a game. 

The prizewinners for the 
various games are as follows. 
Scrabble: Mrs D. Blanchflower, 
14 Mill Pool Court, Grey- 
stoke Avenue, Westbury-on- 
Trym, Bristol. Darts: Mr S. 
Ralfes, 11 Burghill Road, 
Bristol. Chess: Mr T. Black- 
burn, 13 -Mill Pool Court, 
Westbury-on-Trym. Dominoes: 
Mr B. Williams, Purdown 
Hospital, Stapeton. Draughts: 
Mr B.. Wilcox, 59 Walker 
Close, Easton, Bristol. Table 
tennis: Miss Pat Kyte, 19 Hay- 
don Gardens, Locklease, 
Bristol. Whist: Mrs Sealey, 34 
Phoenix House, Barton Hill, 
Bristol. 


Pool must 


seek new 
members 


in 1976 


IN a New Year message to 
Spastics Pool collectors, 
Mr Kenneth Long, Manag- 
ing Director of Top Ten 
Promotions Ltd, said that 
it was essential to expand 
membership. He was confi- 
dent that this would be 
done with the invaluable 
help of the field network, 
and the goodwill that exists 
‘even in these troubled 
times.’ 

1975 had not been an easy 
year, he said, and because of 
the financial crisis many mem- 
bers have been affected by 
short time working and 
redundancies and this had led 
in some cases to lack of con- 
tact with their collectors. 

He went on: ‘It is gratifying 
that in these circumstances, 
we have been able to continue 
to provide much needed in- 
come for the Society—income’ 
on which it is so dependent if 
it is to continue its support 
and care of spastics in schools 


and centres all over the 
country. Inevitably, the 
Society has eaten into its 


reserves this year so that those 
in their care should not suffer. 
Without our help the position 
would have been far worse.’ 

There were slight signs of 
an improving economy for 
1976, said Mr Long, but it 
would be foolish to make rash 
estimates for the future. 
‘Suffice to say that with your 
help, we shall continue to give 
all the help we can to the 
charities, in the knowledge that 
the lot of thousands of people 
less fortunate than ourselves 
can be made a little less 
burdensome.’ 


i? They wont be 


fobbed off 


JACQUES HALL, the 
Society’s adult residential 
centre, near Manningtree, 
Essex, has an order for 100,000 
key fobs and has sent out an 
appeal for scrap leather. 


German soldiers 


aid Pembroke 


AN open day at Merrion 
Camp, Castlemartin, Pem- 
brokeshire, held during a visit 
from soldiers of the West Ger- 
man Army, raised £212.85 for 
the Pembrokeshire  Spastics 
Society. 


Plymouth Fayre 
A CHRISTMAS Fayre held at 
Plymouth Spastics Centre, 
Devon, brought in more than 
£40. 


| Doing 


CHRISTMAS present for 
Mr Tom Bourne in the 
form of 2 £10,000 cheque. 
Eighty - four - year-old Mr 
Bourne, of St Peter’s Road, 


St Leonards-on-Sea, Sus- 
sex, is shown receiving his 
Spastics Pool first dividend 
cheque from actress Peggy 


Cummins, chairman of the 
Colwall Court management 
committee at the Stars 


Organisation for Spastics — 
_ Centre, 


Colwall Court, 
Bexhill-on-Sea. It was also 
a happy occasion for Tom 


Bourne’s official collector, — 


Mr Victor Taylor, who 
received a cheque for £500. 


THE meeting for Area Supervisors at The Spastics Society 
started on a high note with the presentation of a £5,000 
cheque to first dividend winner, Jean Bean, by Mrs Anita 
Loring (left), wife of James Loring, Director of The 


Spastics Society. 


Jean, of Walthamstow, joined the 
Spastics Pool three years ago. 


Visitors to HQ 


SUPERVISOR Owen Dullea 
(GO11) and a party of his 
Gloucestershire collectors visi- 
ted Westmorland House, head- 
quarters of Top Ten Pro- 
motions Ltd, and were wel- 
comed by Ron _ Sheppard, 
George Abbott and three of 
the company’s Charm Girls. 
The guests were joined by 
John Pritchard, Jill Lerner and 
Tony Veater, who presented a 
programme of slides showing 
many aspects of the Spastics 
Pool and also the film ‘We’re 
Something, | which 


emphasises the vital role of 
collectors and supervisors. 

As it was a Saturday, the 
football results were to hand 
and the tour of the offices in- 
cluded visits to the computer 
installation and central filing 
departments where they were 


delighted to learn that members — 
in their own area were among 


the winners of Pool dividends. 
Picture shows: Ron Shep- 
pard, executive, Top Ten Pro- 
motions, and Sue Tidball wel- 
coming son of the party te 
Westmorland House. 


the Council; 


ari 


 pre-dawn 


~ queue for 


4 . tickets 


DESPITE freezing fog, Keen 
Arbroath (Angus) show. buffs 
turned up at 3 am on a recent 


= Saturday morning to queue for 
+> tickets.-for 
_ Angus Black and White Min- 


the ever-popular 


sirel show. By 10.30 am—2} 
hours after the booking office 
opened—all 6,500 tickets. had 
been sold! 
_ Show-business razzamataz? 
~Nothing of the kind! 

lt 's simply that the colour- 


fui and melodic entertainment 


put on by the Minstrels year 
by year has gained a reputa- 
tion which draws an audience 
from miles around extending 
even into Dundee, almost 20 
miles away. 

~ Committee member, Mr 
Harry Wills, said: ‘The res- 
ponse was almost unbelievable; 
even after the tickets were sold 
we had to turn folk away 
from the door and we apolo- 
gise to the many who were 
disappointed.’ 

The proceeds from the 10- 
performance run in aid of the 
Scottish Spastics Appeal Fund 
will probably approach the 
marvellous figure of £1,800 
which a similar show yielded 
last year—a truly heart-warm- 
ing response. 


~ Lord Provost. 
a worthy 
Patron for 

Trinity Fund 


APPROPRIATELY, the 
Patron of the Appeal Fund for 
the new Trinity Centre for 
Spastics in Edinburgh—now 
not far from completion so far 
as building is concerned—was 
the principal guest at the 
grand charity ball held by the 
Rotary Clubs of Edinburgh 


and Murrayfield; Cramond and 


Edinburgh Inner Wheel, held 
in the city to raise funds for 
the project. 

He is the Lord Provost, 
Councillor John Millar, who 
on several occasions has gone 
out of his way to prove that 
being a ‘patron’ is no sinecure. 
Among others present were Mr 
Ernest Herrald, chairman of 
the Trinity Appeal Committee, 


_and who was personally res- 
‘ponsible for organising 


the 
occasion; Mr Archie McCon- 
nochie, chairman of the Scot- 
tish Council for Spastics; Cdr 
Archie Cameron, Director of 
and Mrs Anne 
Warland, Organising Secretary 


of the Scottish Spastics 
Appeal 
It is likely that around 


£1,100 will have been raised 
towards the £150,000 target at 
which the Trinity Appeal Com- 
mittee are aiming. Good show! 


orothy 


[Ss 


AGM call for joint 
effort on holidays 


for handicapped 


A SUGGESTION that holidays for spastics and other 
handicapped people should be arranged on a joint basis 
with the help of the Social Services Department, was 
made by Mr Archie McConnochie, Chairman of the Scot- 
tish Council for Spastics, at the annual meeting in Edin- 


burgh. 

‘All of us here find it easy 
to go on holiday—we just fill 
in the forms, send a cheque, 
get our tickets and go away 
and enjoy ourselves. it is far 
from easy when one is handi- 
capped and particularly in our 
case where spastic children and 
adults need much care and 
attention,’ he said. 

‘We know it can be done; it 
is only a question of organisa- 
tion and finance. Unfortu- 
nately, we cannot go it alone 
but there is no reason why the 
Social Services Department 
could not make greater efforts 
to make use of the knowledge 
we have and build up a scheme 
with other organisations to 
make such. an arrangement 
jointly worthwhile.’ 


The need 


The Scottish Council had 
the knowledge of what was 
required, but no _ facilities. 
Their experience of giving 
spastic children and adults 
holidays had made them realise 
the need, but it had also made 
them realise how costly and 
difficult it was. -Other organi- 
sations caring for the handi- 
capped might come together 
with the Council and make a 
joint effort for holiday accom- 
modation and persuade the 
social services department to 
take an active interest. 

The Council’s annual report 
for 1974-75 stated that against 
the background of a deteriorat- 
ing national economy, the level 
of charitable giving in Britain 
was falling relative to infla- 
tion and with mounting costs 
on top, the nation’s charities 
were fighting a financial crisis. 
New taxes, stock market dol- 


drums and the squeeze on local 
authority spending were also 
contributing to the situation. 

While the Council’s accounts 
showed that net income from 
appeals rose during the year 
ended March 31, to £187,137 
compared with £104,604- the 
previous year, the greater part 
of this increase was due to 
legacies which increased by 
£69,000, 


Legacies 


Mr McConnochie’s formal 
statement in the report said 
the legacies came at the right 
moment, particularly as there 
was need to develop a new 
concept for appeals work. The 
restructuring of the appeal 
organisation was now bearing 
fruit and increasing sums were 
being acquired. 

There were many other 
problems requiring solution. 
Among these was the need to 
implement the Melville Report, 
particularly the subsequent 
legislation which declared 
everyone was educable; to 
complete the building of and 
then staff the new _ Trinity 
Centre in Edinburgh; to secure 
finance for a new hostel at 
Erskine New Town; and to 
raise funds to ensure that more 
than one phase of the planned 
residential complex for the 
physically handicapped in 
Perth could be completed. 

‘Together with affiliated local 
organisations we must now 
draw up and agree future 
priorities for Scotland as a 
whole, being. ever mindful of 
what is being planned ~ by 
regional authorities, thus 
avoiding duplication of effort,’ 
said Mr McConnochie. 


Ward 


LIMITED 


MAKERS OF QUALITY 
CLOTHES 


601 LONDON ROAD, HADLEIGH, BENFLEET, ESSEX 


5 -A CHEQUE 


A page of news from Scotland 


| Ploughing | 
marathon 


turnover 


for the 
magnificent sum of £1,000 
was handed over to Roy 
Learmonth, Appeals 
Organiser of the Scottish 
Council for Spastics, at the 
annual dinner-dance of the 
Callander and District 
Young Farmers Club in 
Perthshire, following a 
sponsored ploughing 
marathon. 

Inspiration behind the 
event was Mr Robin 
Thomson, a spastic farmer 
at nearby Doune, who last 
year was one Of the finalists 
in the Spastics Society’s 
Achievement Award. 

‘Seen in the photograph 
are Mr Thomson, Mrs J. R. 
Burnett, District Officer of 
the Srottish Council, Mr 
Learmonth and Miss Eliza- 


beth Matthews, Secretary 
ef the Young Farmers 
Club. 


Reborn with 
bubbly ... 


THE recently aeaied 
Aberdeen and District Spastics 
Association started its fund- 
raising activities with a real 
bang—or more accurately, a 
series of pops!—with the hold- 
ing of a champagne recep- 
tion at the Sheraten Hotel, 
Bucksburn. 

More than 200 people sup- 
ported the. event, each paying 


£2 a ticket. Among those 
attending were Mr Archie 
McConnochie, Chairman of 


the Scottish Council for Spas- 


tics; Cdr Archie Cameron, 
Director; Mr Roy Learmonth, 
Appeal Organiser; and Mr 
Ronald Duncan, Regional 


Officer for the Grampians. 


Every seat 
was taken 


AROUND £1,000 was raised 
for Scottish spastics as a result 


of a sell-out variety show 
headed by Scots comedian Jack 
Milroy and a large cast. 


Organised by Max Wyner, the 
show completely filled the 900 
seats in Greenock Town Hall. 
The proceeds will be devoted 
by Inverclyde Spastics Asso- 
ciation to the Scottish Council 
for Spastics residential home 
at Scotscraig, Paisley. 


Schoolgirls. . . 


AN unusual — and greatly 
appreciated—touch was pro- 
vided by a party of girls from 
Garthamlock Secondary 
School, Glasgow, at this year’s 
sale of Christmas goods in aid 
of Scottish spastics. 

Along with other helpers, 
they helped to man the various 
stalls for six hours in the 
city’s McLellan Galleries and 
helped to raise more than £300, 
an increase of about £100 com- 
pared with last year. 


...and spells 


SPONSORED spells organised 


by Mrs Anne | Warland, 
Organising Secretary of the 
Scottish Spastics Appeal 


Office, in 16 Lothian Region 
schools during the past few 
months, have raised the 
magnificent sum of £4,000. The 
proceeds are all being devoted 
to funds for the new “Trinity 
Centre in Edinburgh. 


had £1,000 
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Countess presents 
collection cheque 


FOLLOWING a successful house- to-house collection: in 32t0) 
Doune, Duablane and Callander, Perthshire, the Countess ~ 
of Moray handed over a cheque for more than £300, 
which will be devoted to the Scottish Council’s scheme 
to house more than 80 physically-handicapped people in - 
a complex to be built in Perth. 

The Countess, accompanied by her two children, 
Lord Doune and Lady Louisa Stuart, presented the 
cheque to Miss Credwyn Jones, a chairbound spastic girl re* 
who helps with the secretarial work at the Scottish = = 
Spastics Appeal Office. In turn, Credwyn presented the, |’ . 
Countess with a bouquet of flowers from the garden of ae 4 


Westerlea School for Spastics, Edinburgh, which adjoins ca 
the office. Pace 4. = 


= + 2 


Pictured at the presentation are (left to right) Miss 3 
Jones, Cdr Archie Cameron (Director, Scottish ‘Council 
for Spastics), Lord Doune, and the Countess of Moray. : rh 


Albion the Protectors . 
THE ALBION aoe 
GALVANIZING CO. LTD. 


Protecting our customers interests for nearly 40 years. . 
Hot dip galvanising to the trade. 


SEVEN STARS ROAD, OLDBURY, WARLEY, 
WEST MIDLANDS. 021-552 1682 


Ferens Removals 
FOR QUICK SAFE REMOVALS 
Telephone Newcastle 30157 


ESTIMATES FREE — FULLY INSURED 
Ferens Transport, 63 Stanhope Street 


Newcastle upon Tyne 4 
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W. N. & E. FISHER LTD 


BUILDERS 
ALTERATIONS IN ALL TRADES” 


229-233 Peppard Road, Emmer Greet! 
Reading RG4 8UB. Tel Reading 471595 
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DALAU LIMITED. 


SPECIALISTS IN 
FLUOROCARBON RESINS 


PTFE (Polytetrafluoroethylene) 


_ Ford Road Industrial Estate 
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. Tel 0255 22391 
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New hope 


on TV show | 


attendance 


THERE has been a 
major breakthrough in 
the London ’62 Club’s 
fight for severely dis- 
abled people to be 
included in London 
television studio 
audiences. At least as 
far as commercial tele- 


vision Is concerned. 

The | Club’s Secretary, 
Janice Hancock, and 
Treasurer Anthony Hacker, 
have held what they des- 
cribe as ‘extremely helpful 
and constructive’ talks with 
Thames Television. And 
they have been invited to 
go along to a London 
Weekend Television 
recording. - 

Following the meeting with 
Mr Donald Cullimore, Con- 
troller of Public Relations for 
Thames Television, Janice 
Wancock said: ‘They couldn't 
have been more helpful. We 
studied photographs of the 
studios to find out exactly what 
the problems are.’ 

Reaction from the BBC has 
wp to now been less encourag- 
img. Director General Mr 
Charles Curran miterated the 
problems of electrical equip- 
ment, seating and prop 
arrangements, in relation to 
the GLC safety regulations. 

‘I am afraid that that leads 
te regulations which exclude 
handicapped persons,’ he said. 

In the proyinces it seems that 
the problems are not so acute. 
Mr E. R. Bailey, Manager of 
the Monmouthshire Spastics 
Society Work Centre, said 
that the BBC Wales provided 
enough tickets for all the 
trainees at the Centre, plus 
helpers, to attend recordings of 
the Max Boyce Show. He 
says that parties were organ- 
ised so that wheelchairs were 
limited to two or three per 
session, so as to comply with 
the safety precautions. 


and 


beds, wheelchairs, 


Please send me 


ne 
ADDRESS 


Handling the Handicapped 
A guide to the lifting and movement of disabled people—£1.95. 


Published by Woodhead-Faulkner Limited 


, im association with the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy = 
This |book is the first to illustrate the professional methods of lifting 
moving disabled people in day-to-day situations. With large clear 
print; and 100 photographs it explains methods of transfer from bed or 
seat to wheelchair, into the bath, car or swimming pool and also shows 
how to move people while in bed. Also included are sections on choosing 
hoists and other aids for the disabled. ; 
HANDLING THE HANDICAPPED will be invaluable for anyone having 

to care for a person either permanently or temporarily disabled. 


144 pages; 100 illustrations; soft covers 
a ORDER FORM 
To: Woodhead-Faulkner (Publishers) Limited 


Dept HH, 7 Rose Crescent, Cambridge CB2 3LL. 
Tel: Cambridge (0223) 61633 


HANDICAPPED at £1.95 each plus 30p postage and packing. 
] enclose a cheque/PO for L..cccccccsccsceeeeee 7 
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ATTENDING the 


ess conference 
were, left to right, Mr James Loring, Direc to 
Jones, MP for Eccles, Mrs Clara Williams, 
cil, Mrs Joyce Smith, a Vice-Chairman of ¢ 
Executive Council member and one of-the 


and premiere of the film 


‘Everybody’s Children,’ 


r of The Spastics Society, Mr Lewis Carter- 
a member of the Society’s Executive Coun- 
he Society and Mr Ian Dawson-Shepherd, 
Society’s founders, 


Society makes new plea 
for Everybody's 
Children 


CASH spent now on the mentally handicapped 
in Britain would ultimately save the community 
money, said Mr James Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society. He was speaking at a Press 
conference held to launch a new film and a report 
published by the Society, both called ‘Every- 


body’s Children.’ 


The film shows the 
pioneering approach to 
treatment and _ education 
of severely mentally 
and physically handicapped 
spastic children at the 
Society’s Meldreth Manor 
School in Hertfordshire. 
Opened in 1966, this is the 
only residential schoo] in 
the world catering for 
children with both mental 
and physical handicaps. 

The film, in colour and 
with a commentary by 


copy/copies of HANDLING THE 


PPTTVTTTEL Te 
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FLETCHER & HAMILTON 
GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Fletcher, & Hamilton Engineering Co Ltd 
| Fletcher & Hamilton (Designs) Ltd 
Fletcher,& Hamilton (Plastics) Ltd 

F & H Precision Co 


GSDITCH TRADING ESTATE 
Cc ELTENHAM, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Telephone: CHELTENHAM 54619 and 20621 
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Donald Houston, shows 
how severely subnormal 
children can benefit from 
education, therapy and 
social training in a stimu- 
lating environment. It is 
also a tribute to the tireless 
good humour and dedica- 
tion of the Meldreth staff 
as, With loving patience, 
they coax children through 
the day’s activities. 


The report which accom- 
panied the film tells the story 
of Anne, a subnormal child 
who was virtually a vegetable 
when she came to Meldreth, at 
the age of five. She could not 
walk, was incontinent, and 
could do little to help herself. 
Today, seven years on, she can 
walk unaided, swim, ride a 
tricycle and put together 100- 
piece jigsaw puzzles. 

Unfortunately, Meldreth has 
places for only 120 children 
like Anne, and the report goes 
on to say that 36,000 severely 
mentally handicapped children 
still remain at home with their 
families who struggle on as 
best they can with little sup- 
port or practical guidance 
while 7,400 ‘rot subnor- 
mality institutions. 

The report condemns sub- 
normality hospitals for such 
children because they - are 
over-crowded and under- 
staffed. It says ‘conditions in 
them are far from domestic in 


in 


character and out-dated wards 
make block treatment almost 
inevitable and fatal for child- 
ren who above all need 
socialising and personalising.’ 

It states how many of the 
children admitted to Meldreth 
arrived ‘incontinent, with- 
drawn, unable or unwilling to 
move about alone and appar- 
ently beyond help. Some came 
from broken homes, some had 
been vegetating in subnor- 
mality institutions through 
important formative years.’ 

Also described is another 
important step taken recently 
by the Society to find an 
alternative to subnormality 
hospitals. This was the set- 
ting up of hostels in East- 
bourne and Manchester 
designed to give severely men- 
tally handicapped children a 
‘family-style’ life within a 
normal urban environment. 

The report calls for every 
local authority in the country 
to provide special day schools 
for severely subnormal child- 
ren in the area, with hostels 
for those who are unable to 
live at home and support from 
local social workers’ for 
parents. 


~ Lunch and laughs wi 


Harry 


GUEST of honour Harry 
Secombe was at the top of 
his form at a luncheon in 
Croydon which raised £300 
for the Croydon, Sutton 
and District Spastics 
Society. 

After a sparkling after- 
lunch speech, Harry, who 
described himself as ‘that 
little fat man from Cheam,’ 
conducted an auction of 
various items, including 
goods made by _ spastics, 
which realised over £200. 

Co-guest of honour with 


Darts will fly 


twixt Skegness 
and Hong Kong 


FHE Skegness and District 
Spastics Society wasted no 
time when they read in the 
Sun newspaper that a team 
of Army sergeants in 
Hong Kong were challeng- 
ing a British darts team to 
a marathon million and 
one down match. 

The Society was quick 
to take up the challenge, 
and theyre making it a 
sponsored event as well, to 
help boost funds for a new 
holiday bungalow. Soon 
they were darting around 
Skegness looking for some 


. 


of the best players in the 
town. 

The match will be played 
on Saturday, February 7, 
with the Skegness team 
using the Parade Hotel. 
There will be eight players 
in-the team, and they’ll pull 
out all the stops to reach 
that final double before the 
team in Hong Kong does. 

It could take as much as 
14 hours to whittle away 
the score. The quicker the 
home team is, the more 
money theyll make from 
their sponsors. 


roup al 


MRS Peter Phillips, Presi- 
dent of Thamesdown and 


| District Spastics Associa- 


Harry and his wife Myra, 
was former chief of the 
British Board of Film Cen- 
sors, Mr John Trevelyan, 
an old friend of Harry’s. 

The lunch was organised 
by Mr and Mrs Sante, 
owners of the Americana 
Restaurant, who are well 
known for their work for 
charity. All the staff and 
band gave their services 
free for the lunch. 

Picture below: Harry has 
to bottle it all up as former 
film censor John Trevelyan 
(left) applies the gag. 
Helping him is restaurant 
owner Mr Sante. 

Photo by courtesy of 
Croydon Advertiser. 
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tion, presents a wheelchair 
for use in the handicapped 
unit at Penhill Junior 
School, Swindon, to Head- 
master Mr George Vivash. 

The presentation was made 
at a coffee and buffet evening 
held by tke Association at 
Swindon in December. Refresh- 
ments were provided by group 
members and guests were 
entertained by songs from the 
Kentwood Choir. A book fair 
and clothing stall carried on 
brisk business. 

Mrs Phillips also presented 
‘a cheque for £50 to the Chair- 
man of the Friends of Brimble 
Hill School, in the grounds of 
Birdcrop Hospital, near Swin- 
don. The 80 pupils at this 
school have various handicaps 
and include 15 spastic child- 
ren, 

Mr Tony Long, Chairman of 
the Thamesdown Association, 
made a speech outlining the 
achievements of the group, 
founded less than two years 
ago. The event raised .a ftur- 
ther £103 for group funds. 
Picture by courtesy of 
Wiltshire Newspapers: 
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CHANGE OF 


ADDRESS 


From January 5, 1976 


the new address for 


SPASTICS INFERNATIONAL 
MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS 


and 
MEDICAL EDUCATION AND 
INFORMATION UNIT 


: and 
INTERNATIONAL CEREBRAL 
PALSY SOCIETY 
cseqemr ye sae Loring) 


Sa Netherhall Gardens 
London NW3 5RN. 


Telephone: 
SIMP: 01-794 9859 
MEIU: 01-794 9759 
ICPS: O1-794 9761 
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WINDOW | 


ON WALES 


by Bill Paton 


Andy's golden 


an inscribed folder, the gift 
of the Swansea and Mumbles 
Railway Society, at the City’s 
Guildhall where the ceremony 
* was performed by the Mayor, 
Councillor Herbert Morgan. 
. Andy has one more hurdle 
to complete the section—get- 
ting his first aid certificate and 
reach a high standard of 
physical fitness activity before 
he can make the Buckingham 
Palace trip. 


Need for new 


funds drive 


THE need for a fund-raising 
drive to be launched in the 
-New Year was stressed at a 
meeting of the Wales regional 
co-ordinating committee held 
at Mumbles, with Mr T. T. 
Rees, Porthcawl, presiding. 


Eight of the 11 groups in 
Wales were represented and 
the delegates unanimously 
agreed to make a direct appeal 
for spastics in Wales on a 
wider basis. Two fund-rais- 
ing committees—for the north 
and south—were appointed to 
look at the problems and 
endeavour to get new people 
to help from time to time. 


The discussion followed a 
report by treasurer Peter May, 
Cardiff, that the existing 
balance in the regional funds 
had been reduced to £5,000 
during the year following 
grants made to Swansea and 
Cwmbran centres to help them 
meet deficiencies. 


A tribute 


THE Swansea group suffered 
a great loss by the tragically 
sudden death of Mr Wilfred 
Harris, their treasurer for the 
past 11 years, 


Tribute was paid to his 


WELCOME to our new feature highlighting the activities 
of the 12 groups in Wales. For some time now there has 
been a keen demand for better public relations in the 
cause of spastics throughout the Principality, and the 
grass roots of this idea emanated from a meeting of all 
members of The Spastics Society in Wales. 
The appropriate title of | memory at the annual meeting 
‘Window on Wales’? was the When the secretary mentioned 
© eect ae that it cost £35,502 to run the 
~ — product of a competition insti- Contre at Longfields up to the 
gated at Craig-y-pare School = end of March. This was an 
and it is hoped each month to increase of £6,254 over the 
reflect all that is happening in previous year. An_ increase 
Wales where there has been a _°f £7,113 in revenue, however, 
2 enabled the group to show 
steady growth in enthusiasm. only a small deficit of £396 on 
Top item involves Swansea the year’s working. 
eae Andy Sharp, who The Chairman deprecated 
resides at the spastic hostel a the poor attendance and criti- 
Newton road and works in the = Gio4g the apathy of parents, 
Swansea centre. i especially the younger ones. 
Andy’s ambition is to win He also stressed the Associa- 
the Duke of Edinburgh gold  tion’s resources were being 
medal scheme. He hasalready stretched to the limit, and with 
obtained the silver and bronze inflation, plus increased run- 
. awards. Latterly he has been  yjng costs, careful housekeep- 
working on the history of the ing was necessary. 
I TITEL SNE TELE 
SPASTICS News and all his 7 ~ 
friends in Wales are Cardiff gifts 
delighted that Mr Bill MRS Dorothy Cottle, of the 
Paton, MBE, has agreed to Cardiff group, received a splen- 
become Honorary Press J did gift of £450 from Mr 
Officer for the .Wales Leslie Davies, retired personnel 
Region. He will be writing | director of GKN which had 
regularly on events in the been given by his colleagues 
Principality. as a gesture of their affection 
for him. Cheques for £150 
Swansea and Mumbles railway, from the Cardiff and District 
the oldest in Great Britain Stewardesses Association and 
F which was taken up some £50 from the supervisors of 
years ago. Top Ten Promotions’s Spastic 
His’ successful effort was Pool were also received by 
marked by the presentation of Mrs Cottle. 
e A Christmas play was put 


on in Cardiff by 13-year-old 
Sian Trenberth, whose mother 
and father are associated with 
the group. With the help of 
his friends and family Sian has 
raised nearly £500 in the last 
three years. 


A happy 


event 


CONGRATULATIONS to Mr 
and Mrs Glanville Bebb, of 
Chepstow Road, Cwmpare, on 
the birth of a daughter (Rachel 
Dawn). 

Glanville was among the 
first intake of pupils at Craig- 
y-parc before going to Sher- 
rards where he met Sharon. 
Their friendship developed and 
continued after both had left 
Sherrards, and subsequently 
Glanville obtained a post with 
a Rhondda engineering com- 
pany. Out of his first wages 
he bought a car so that he 
could carry on his courting in 
Newport and there was a 
happy sequel—marriage., 

In spite of their handicaps 
Glanville and Sharon have got 
together a comfortable home, 
with Glanville himself making 
all the aids they needed. 


Good tuck and happy days 
to them and new baby Rachel 
Dawn. 


Big effort 


CARMARTHENSHIRE Spas- 
tics and Disabled Persons 
Society, formed in the sum- 
mer, raised nearly £80 from 
sales of Christmas cards and 
spastics jewellery, together 
with home made cakes, at a 
stall in Carmarthen market. 
Mainly responsible were Mrs 
Phillips, Mrs Howells, Mrs 
Milton and Mrs Roberts—all 


hard working committee mem- 
bers. 


The Caerphilly group, now 
under the chairmanship of Mr 
Phil Griffiths, Community 
Officer for Mid-Glamorgan, are 
working hard to maintain a 
transport system which con- 
veys: four Caerphilly spastics 
to the Society’s Sully Work 
Centre. 


Vandals hit 
charity shop 


PEMBROKESHIRE group, 
who have been raising sub- 
stantial sums from their charity 
shop, were recently the victims 
of vandalism when three large 
panes of glass in the shop were 
broken, but nothing daunts live 
wire secretary Mrs Valerie Gau 
and her band of workers. 


Mrs Gau and her husband 
are planning to extend the 
activities of Top Ten Promo- 
tions by operating a Pool 
agency from the Gulf Oil base 
in the Haven and from. the 
shop. 


Good sales 
of jewellery 


MRS Clarrie Williams and her 
Monmouthshire group have 
also been busy in the jewellery 
business. In October the 
Cwmbran committee ordered 
£1,176 worth of jewellery and 
sold £98 worth of unrepeat- 
able items, making a total of 
£1,274. 

This was done by visiting 
local firms during lunch hours 
and parties in many houses, 
with Mrs Armstrong, Mr and 
Mrs Carnegie and Mr and Mrs 
Williams giving much of their 
valuable time in this fine effort. 

Another success on _ the 
jewellery front. Rhuddlan and 
Delyn can hardly cope with 
the orders they are receiving. 


Another venture is their 
chalet in Rhyl promenade 
vhich can be used free of 


charge by families, homes, or 
any organisation looking after 
disabled adults and children. 
The chalet is equipped with 
running water, electric grill 
and kettle, crockery and cut- 
lery, etc. 

The group are hoping to rent 
the chalet again for the whole 
of next summer Bookings 
should be made to Mrs Lilian 
Platt, 9 Coast Road, Rhyl, 
Clwyd. Tel Rhyl 53342. 


Sponsorship 


AT Colwyn Bay Methodist 
Church Hall, the Colwyn Bay 
Society held a Christmas party 
attended by Father Christmas 
and the Mayor and Mayoress 

Also present giving their 
services free ‘were local enter- 
tainers Alex Munro and Eddie 
Martin, and four ‘Mini-Mums’ 
of Colwyn Bay on a sponsored 
cycle event on the promenade 
which realised £43 for the local 
group. 


s > * 

A decision yet to be con- 
firmed is that the Society may 
pay its Boxes and Beacons 
collections for one year into 
the regional fund 


His friends 
rallied 


round . @ @ 


JOHN MOSES, a severely- 


handicapped resident of 
Mena House Hostel, 
Penarth, has been presen- 
ted with a Bactric electric 
wheelchair by local well- 


_wishers. 


John, who is unable to 
propel himself in an ordinary 
wheelchair, successfully tried 
out the electric model earlier 
this year, but the £348 cost 
seemed to rule out the possi- 
bility of his ever owning one. 

However, various organisa- 
tions rallied round and £200 
was contributed by the Young 
Homemakers of Cardiff, £48 
from the Barry, Penarth and 
District Spastics Society and 
£100 Society head- 
quarters. 

Pictured with John na his 
new wheelchair are (left to 
right) Mr Emlyn Davies, the 
Society’s senior regional officer 


for Wales, Mrs Irene Richards, 
secretary of the Barry, Penarth 
and District Spastics Society, 
Mrs Linda Morgan, chairman 
of the Homemakers, and Mr 
Norman Turner, manager of 
the hostel. 


from 


Picture by courtesy of 
the South Wales Echo. 


Councillor John 


Cont. from Page 1 


I waited for my oppor- 
then I presented the 
petition to the Council, and 
spelled out the problem. 
Within a few weeks the lights 
were being switched 
hour earlier. 


‘I was very nervous about 
speaking for the very first 


ing 
tunity, 


time. But it was very grati- 
fying to achieve something 
positive.’ 


Now John is Vice-Chairman 
of the Council and an ex- 
officio member of all com- 
mittees. One of his favourites 
is the Civic Pride Committee. 
He has an acute dislike of 
litter-bugs. 

He has even been known to 
keep watch on areas where 
people illegally dump rubbish. 
On. spotting a culprit he has 
foraged among the refuse for 
a tell tale envelope or some 
other piece of paper revealing 
their address. And then he has 


reported the matter to the 
police, complete with 
evidence. This has resulted 


in illegal dumpers being prose- 
cuted on several occasions. 


So busy 


In addition to his council 
work, John sits on innumer- 
able committees. The Walsall 
Post Office Advisory Com- 
mittee, the National Associa- 
tion of Parish Councils’ 
Staffordshire Committee. St 
John Ambulance, three school 
managers’ bodies, the list goes 
on and on. He is assistant 
secretary and press officer to 
his local Labour party and 
sits on the General Manage- 
ment Committee of Litchfield 
and Tamworth Labour Party. 


John’s interest in chess 
developed while he was at 
Thomas Delarue School. ‘The 
physiotherapist there was keen 
on the game, he said, ‘and I 
got him to teach me how to 
play. Then while he would 
be twisting my legs this way 
and that, I would be working 
out moves to take my mind off 


the pain.’ 

Now he is Vice-President of 
the British Postal Chess 
Federation ‘and the British 


Isles Director of Postal Chess 
Skittles International, based in 
America. He currently has 
games in progress with people 
in Russia, East and West Ger- 
many, Holland, France, Japan, 
Argentina, Italy and Australia, 
as well as this country. 

‘The most interestiig game 
was with a man called Claude 
Bloodgood, who was a prisoner 


SENIOR police officers 
from East Ham in Lon- 
don have given some excit- 


ing presents to the 
handicapped children at 
Elizabeth Fry School in 
Plaistow. 


Presents from the police 


special electric typewriter, 
a silver cup, a £55 cheque 
and a football signed by 
players from West Ham 
United’s 1975 and 1964 FA 
Cup-winning teams. The 
typewriter will help 
severely - disabled spastic 


on an 


The gifts included a_ 
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on “death row” at the Virginia 
State Penitentiary, he said, — 
‘The game was temporarily — 
held’ ip *whén ‘Claide did a 
bunk. When he was Tecap- cag 


tured the authorities refused 
to allow him to continue. But 
the matter was taken up by. — 
the local MP and we managed: , 
to get started again. 

‘After all that it ended in a 
draw. But I was glad to hear 
that Claude’s death sentence 
was commtuted* to life im- | 
prisonment.’ oe ad 

John’s longest match lasted 
62 moves. It was against a 
grandmother in America.- He 
admits that with rising postal 
charges postal. chess is’ expen- 
‘But I denies oe a or 


. 


, 


sive. 

smoke.’ a4 
Always keen © on: football, = 

John is Chairman of {the 


Chasetown Football Club—the 
senior side in the area. But — 
he is also a qualified football : 
referee, and despite his handi- 
caps he has won medals for 
refereeing. Yet he has never 
played a game of ae in 
His life. 


Usually he ref five- a-side * 
matches, often’ youngsters; but 
adults as well: ‘It’s allright as 
long as you’ve got good lines- 
men,’ he said. Incidentally 
he’s also on the Litchfield — 
Football League Management 
Committee and the Cup — 
Competitions Committee as _ 
well as being a Saturday fix-— 
tures secretary. “i 

On Sundays you can hear — 
John preach at the Chasetown a 
Methodist Church where'He is — 
a steward. He also collects — 
stamps in what he laughingly — 
calls his spare time. ., 

How does he find time for 
everything? ‘I don’t know, I 
just do,’ he said. ‘I. think 
there’s a tendency for handi- 
capped people such as myself — 
to make a, mich gijchbde éflort 3 
than the non-handicapped. ss 
suppose it’s,a gyestion 94 pias . 
ing yourself. me 

I could spend Ly time ett 
a despdridehi ‘aver this lot, 
he said, glancing down,at, his — 
legs. ‘But what good would ~ 
that do anyone. Much better 
to be active and keep cheer- % 
ful, especially if you can hea : 
other people at the same time.’ 


Footnote: Ironically, con — 
sidering his fad about litter- 
louts, John is weighbridaaal 
cerk at the Staffordshire — 7 
County Council incinerati cs 
plant at Burntwood, where the 
council’s dustearts arriye 
endless procession to dis} 
of their waste.. 


* 
:: 
a 


_ children at. the school he 
cannot write with a pea or 
pencil, 

Picture shows. the | pol 
officers at the presenta 
ceremony with sta 
children of the school. 

Picture by courtesy 0 0! 
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Sixth literary contest 


Society's annual 


search for new 
writing talent 


THE event to which so many haye been looking forward 


—the ever-popular literary contest specially for spastic 
men, women and children is now in action for the sixth 


successive year. 
There are three main 


_ €ategories in the contest— 


for schoolchildren, for 


young adults 17-25, and the ~ 


over 25’s. There is also a 


_ Special poetry section. The 


gestion for schoolchildren 
is sub-divided—there will 
be one prize of £10 for 
children up to the age of 
I years which has been 
_very kindly donated (alas, 
_ the donors prefer to remain 
anonymous, so we can’t 
say ‘thank you’ in print for 
their generosity): there will 
_ then be the usual £10 prize 
for the best entry from a 
schoolgirl and boy within 
the age limits of 11-16. 

We are delighted to know 
how much this event is 
enjoyed, and the sustained 
enthusiasm with which it is 
greeted every year, and it is 
nice to see that far from being 
cast down by not making the 
winning team, most people go 


“on and have another go next 


Shopping spree 


for Meldreth 
children 


CHILDREN from the Society’s 
Meldreth Manor School in 
Hertfordshire were able to do 
their Christmas shopping in 
comfort. 

The staff of Woolworths in 
mearby Royston voluntarily 
Qave up their free time to 
“keep the store open for an 
extra hour and a half while the 
children bought their gifts. 
Afterwards the Meldreth 
pupils were entertained to a 
party tea by the firm. 

This is the third year that 
Woolworths have organised a 
similar outing'for the Meldreth 
ehildreni + ' 


time, 


The age spread of entrants 
Stretches every year — our 
youngest competitor last year 
was a boy of seven, and at the 
other end of the scale a lady 
approaching 70; it was inter- 
esting that entries seemed to 
be pretty evenly divided be- 
tween males and females. 

As before, you can write 
about anything you wish— 
choose your own topic—inter- 
ests / hobbies / pet * hates / how 
you'd like to change the 
world/politics / violence / your 
funniest experience/the permis- 
Sive society/what you'd like to 
invent/.. or you can write 
a story, relate a true or imagin- 
ary incident. 

In addition to the details of 
prizes in the schoolchildren’s 
section given above, in cate- 
gories 2 and 3 (young adults 
and over 25’s) there will be a 
prize of £20 for each of the 
two best entries, one from a 
female and one from a male in 
each section, and £10 for the 
best-entry in the poetry sec- 
tion from a male and a female. 

In addition, the winners are 
all invited to a celebration 
lunch in London, followed by 
a reception at which they will 
receive their prizes and meet 
the panel of well-known _ per- 
sonalities who judged the 
entries and awarded the prizes. 
Once more we are looking for- 
ward to the prizes being pre- 
sented by Mrs Harold Wilson, 
who has taken such an inter- 
est in the contest right from 
its inception, and who very 
kindly judges the poetry. 

The contest closes on 
Friday February 27, 1976, but 
you can send in entries as 
soon as they are ready. Entry 
forms are available at schools 
and centres of The Spastics 
Society, or direct from the 
organiser, Mrs Nina Heycock, 
27-33 Harrington Gardens, 
South Kensington, SW7 (tel: 
370-6913). 


Their decade of service 


THE Stars Organisation for Spastics held an anniversary 
celebration at its Wakes Hall Residential Centre for Eddie 
Chapleo and his wife Monique, who have been there for 
10 years as Principal and Matron, 

Presents were also given to seven other staff mem- 
bers who have worked at the centre for 10 years or more, 


‘helping to make a home for the 25 adult spastic residents. 


Picture shows, left to right, John Horsley, former 
Chairman of the Wakes Hall Management Committee, 
Muriel Pavlow, present Chairman, Eddie Chapleo, Dickie 
Henderson’s wife Gwyneth, Monique Chapleo (cutting 
the cake) and Sheila Rawstorne, Chief Executive, Stars 


Organisation for Spastics. 


More help 


for Family | 
Centre 


A FURTHER £2,545 has been 


donated by local groups to the 
Society’s Family Services and 
Assessment Centre in Fitzroy 
Square, London, since the 
total of £3,810 announced in 
the September issue of Spasties 
News. This included £300 
from Manchester and District 
Spasties Society and £250 each 
from the Isle of Thanet group 
and Hemel Hempstead and 
District. Nottingham and Dis- 
trict ‘Friends of 
group and Pontefract and Dis- 


Spastics’ 


trict Spastics Association both 
gave £150 and there have been 
seven contributions of £100. 
The Welsh Regional Fund has 
donated £100 towards the cost 
of personal social services in 
Wales. 


tion in librarianship, 


3 een 
ade a) 


- The courses are achded for those who wish 
to make a career jin Librarianship and Infor- 
mation’ Science. As well as providing educa- 

they also allow the 

Student to specialise in a subject of his own 

ichoice; selected from. the range available in 

€ Faculties of Arts or Science. 

ve) Fetege also offers a three-term Post- 


re) further information please write to or telephone the Registrar, 
College « of Librarianship Wales, Llanbadarn Fawr, Aberystwyth, Dysed, 
i py 23 3AS. Tel: ApSHa yet (STD 0970) 3181 


PRODUCTS: 
ALUMINIUM REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
ALUMINIUM SLIDING PATIO DOORS 
ALUMINIUM FRONT AND BACK DOORS 
ALUMINIUM PORCHES AND EXTENSIONS 
_ | ALUMINIUM DOUBLE GLAZING 
} 4 Also CAVITY WALL INSULATION 


BRISTOL 
CARDIFF 


SOUTHAMPTON 
TORQUAY 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE 29121 


Westholme Improvements Ltd, Pottery Close, Winterstoke Road, Weston-Super-Mare. Tel aA 


COLLEGE OF LIBRARIANSHIP WALES 


PRINCIPAL ; F, Ni HOGG, MA, DPA, FLA 


The thiiege of Librarianship Wales in conjunction with the University 
| College ‘of Wales, Aberystwyth, offers courses leading to a Joint 
: Honours Degree of the University of Wales. 


graduate University of Wales Diploma course 
in library studies as well as a Master’s Degree 
(by thesis) in library studies. In addition the 
college offers a two- year professional course 
for students with two ‘A’ 
tion for the Library Association examinations 
leading to Associateship (ALA), 


levels in prepara- 


SN ]27 


LOCAL OFFICES : 
48545 
41959 
557128 
28992 


| 
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Fair profit 
A RECORD profit of more 
than £750 was made during a 
fair held at Granville House 
School for spastic children in 
Stockport, Cheshire. 
actress Irene Hand] was guest 
of honour and drew the win- 
| ning number in a grand raffle 
for which tickets had been on 
sale for several months. 


Comedy - 


i 


“Buy bricks 
to build 


a bungalow’ 


THE East Staffordshire Spas- 
tics Society, in July 
1974, is planning to build a 
holiday bungalow in North 
Wales, which will be available 
free of charge, to local spastic 
people and their families. 

To help raise funds for the 
building, the group is operat- 
ing a ‘Buy a Brick’ campaign, 
during which members of the 
public will be invited to pay 
for bricks at 10p each, win- 
dows at 25p and doors at 5Op. 

Says group Press Officer, 
Mrs V. G. Clegg, “Naturally 
it’s the thought that counts or 
at those prices we'd be 
innundated with orders from 
local builders!” 


formed 


You design 
—they build 


MANY parents or profes- 
sional. staff caring for the 
handicapped must have 
dreamed up a special aid, 
toy or piece of equipment 
which would help to over- 
come an individual dis- 
ability, but have had to dis- 
card the idea because they 
lack the skill to make up 
the item. 

Now, the Soeiety’s Sup- — 
plies Officer has heard from 
an industrial designer, hus- 
band of a physiotherapist, 
whose firm would he 
pleased to make up prote- 
types. The firm has a: well- 
equipped joinery shop 
backed by a team which 
has some experience of 
making items for handi- 
capped people. 

Please contact Mr M. §S. 
Durrant, Taft Contractors 
Ltd, 436 Perth Avenue, 
Trading Estate, Slough, 
Berks (tel Slough 22775). 


Cash aid for 


caravan fund 


PETERBOROUGH and Dis- 
trict Spastics Group has 
received over £700 towards the 
cost of a holiday caravan for 


group members and _ their 
families. 
Part of the money came 


from regular customers at the 
Railway Inn, Guyhirm, who 
collected £450 through a series 
of raffles and competitions. ~ 
A further £261.30 was pre- 


SQUIRES 
SHIPPING 
SERVICES 


1 Fenchurch Buildings, Fenchurch St, EC3 


BULK CARGO SPECIALISTS, LIGHTERAGE, 
WHARFAGE, HAULAGE, WAREHOUSING, 
AND CUSTOMS CONTAINER AGENTS. 


Telephone 01-709 9359 01-488 3817. Telex 885886 


sented by the Gedney Hill 
| Community Association. 
SN $36 


Building the world a better place to live in 


Building and Civil 

Engineering with success and 

confidence for over 
30 years. 


ero | 


¥ 


Building and Civil Engineering PRR SS 8 eS 
G. A. Lomas & Ce, Ltd, Brinnington Road, Brinnington, Stockport Cheshire SK5 SEE Tel; 061- —t sk! ate i 


ee eb: rsd). 
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THE Prince of Wales takes time to joke with the canteen staff at the Sheffield Work 
They are, left to right, Mrs Ruth Sellers, Mrs Velma Slater and Mrs Susan 


Centre. 
Lilley. 


PICTURE right: Stephen Jenkinson was busy assembling 
components during the Royal visit. 


NEXT picture shows the Prince with Marion Banks. 


ON the front page, the Prince chats to Pauline Hobson 
and work centre Manager Mr Stanley Crowther. 


\ 


O impressed 


with Sheffield 
Work Centre 


FOLLOWING his tour of 
the Sheffield and Rother- 
ham District — Spastics 
Society Work Centre, at 
Outibridge, the Prince of 
Wales said that he was 
‘enormously impressed.’ 

“The Spastics Centre I 
found very encouraging,’ 
he said. ‘It is helping 
handicapped people to live 
a normal life, and helping 
them to do a useful job, 
and see the fruits of their 
labours going out into the 
area’s industry. 


Super Ted 


MRS Pat Farrell is seen 
with the 64ft-high Teddy 
bear which she made for a 


guess-the-name competi- 
tion at Bolton Spastics 
Society fair. Her giant 
effort took her a fortnight. 
Picture by courtesy of 
Bolton Journal and 
Guardian. 


= 


makes one 
ee lucky we are. I am 
enormously impressed by 


the teachers and _ the 
helpers.’ 
Soon after the tour, the 


manager of the work centre, 
Mr Stanley Crowther, received 
a letter from the Lord 
Lieutenant of Yorkshire, Mr 
Gerard Young, congratulat- 
ing the centre, 

‘Congratulations and warm- 
_est thanks to you and every- 
body who works at the centre, 
for the arrangements for the 
visit of the Prince of Wales. 
In the car after leaving you, 
he told me how immensely 
impressed he had been by the 
whole of your activities, and 
by the happy spirit in. which 
you operate. 

“He was delighted to have 
had the opportunity of talk- 
ing to so many members of 
the work force.’ 

Mr Crowther said the visit 
was extremely friendly. and 
informal. The Prince toured 
the workshops, where about 50 
spastics are employed, chat- 
ting, joking and leg pulling. 
‘Are you sure they’re paying 
you enough?’ he asked one 
man. 

‘There was absolutely no 
starchiness about the visit,’ 
said Mr Crowther. “Ehe 
Prince even  over-ran his 
schedule to spend extra time 
chatting to members of the 
work force.’ 


realise 


SPECIAL treats for dogs are packed at the Centre which provides a 


A chat with Prince Charl 


source of amuse- 


ment for Prince Charles as he talks to Ste phen Claxton and Beatrice Allott. 


Spastics suffer from attacks by vandals 


Cont. from Page 1 


made on the building. A 
lighted firework was thrown 
into the lap of one handi- 
capped girl resident who was 
sitting in her wheelchair alone. 
An invalid car was set alight 
with rubbish from-a nearby 
dustbin piled underneath to 
start the fire. One _ handi- 
capped resident went into the 
garage to get into his invalid 
car and found a freshly killed 
cat impaled on the bonnet 
with its head smashed in. 
There have been several cases 
of dead cats being thrown over 
the wall. Exterior wall lamps 
on the building now have to 
be extinguished because they 
were habitually smashed out. 
Windows are broken so fre- 
quently that wire meshing has 
to be fixed over them, 


As one warden said recently: 
‘We are now facing the choice 
of boarding up windows per- 
fe ech or putting barbed 


News in brief... 


A. MINI-MARKET held at the 
White Rock Pavilion, Has- 
tings, - by the East - Sussex 
Group of The Spastics Society, 
brought in £345. 
* * s 

A USEFUL ‘export order for 
the Cleveland Spastics Society’s 
Work Centre. The - Govern- 
ment of Western Australia 
wants it to supply them with 
£250 worth of special arm 
bands. 


AN exhibition of crafts 
spastic homeworkers and a 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic compe- 
tition was held at the Arndale 
Centre, Poole, by the Dorset 
Spastics Society. The event 
brought in donations totalling 
nearly £300, 


by 


* * * 


A BAZAAR held by Ipswich 
and East Suffolk  Spastics 
Society brought in £460. 


| 


wire round as protection so 
that Our buildings, which are 
often also the homes of the 
handicapped, would look 
depressingly like concentration 
camps. It is either that or fac- 
ing the possibility of regular 
damage.’ 

At another centre, — metal 
used by the handicapped in 
their work has been regularly 
damaged, Windows to store- 
rooms containing materials are 
now left permanently boarded 
up. 

An official at this centre 
said: ‘We dread the school 
holidays or when the centre ‘is 
closed. It takes the staff hours 
to clear up the chaos these 
hooligans leave.’ 


At another work centre, the 
manager drove past the ambu- 
lance park one night to find it 
strewn with broken bottles. 
Had he not spotted the glass in 
his headlights, five ambulances 
would have been put out of 
commission the following 
morning, 


At a children’s day centre, 
two attacks were made. In 
the first, £100 worth of goods 
which were to be sold at a 
bazaar to raise money for vital 
equipment were stolen. In the 
second attack, vandals went on 
a wrecking spree, tearing open 
cupboards and throwing food 
over the kitchen and nursery. 
About 60 children up to five 
years of age receive physio- 
therapy and speech lessons at 
this centre. 

Many The 


of Spastics 


Society’s 99 charity shops are 
regularly damaged and broken 


into, and goods donated to 
help the ‘handicapped are 
stolen. Windows are regularly 


smashed. Replacing these win- 
dows costs £220 and very often 
trading has to be stopped until 
the repairs are done. 


‘Callous’ 


Spastics Society collecting 
dolls which stand in arcades, 
shop entrances and office doors 
all over the country are also 
regularly vandalised and the 
contents stolen, 

Commented Mr James Lor- 
ing, Director of The Spastics 
Society; 

“The mindless callousness of 


tenet st 


Every local group for spastics 


the vicious hooligans who 
mount these attacks on the 
most vulnerable members of 


our sgciety is utterly sicken- 
ing. The cost of the damage 
they do to a voluntary society, 
which is already stretched 
financially, is alarming. How- 
ever, the fear that is caused 
to people already battling with 
the misfortune of severe handi- 
caps, is. even worse. An 
example of how frequent these 
attacks are is the fact that 
those running our units and 
centres have begged us not to 


reveal their loéations: because — 


experience has shown that pub- 
licity only serves to increase, 
the attentions of the vandals. — 


“Some people in our midst — 
must have very twisted minds.” — 


r 


welcomes new volunteers. Could ij 
YOU help? Your local group ist 
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